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Careful site selection and preparation is essential. The best results will
be achieved by planting seedlings in moderately fertile, free-draining
soil in sheltered sites with adequate space to grow

With some work, seedlings can also grow well in less suitable
conditions. Pre-pitting is a useful step in preparation of all soil types,
especially for compacted or clay soil. Pre-pitting involves digging a
30cm? pit one to three months before planting and placing the
removed soil beside the hole to allow weathering. This process should
develop a looser, lighter textured soil to place around the root ball.
Mulch and well decomposed compost can be added to the soll at this
stage.

In areas with very hard soils (which would prevent tap root
development) or waterlogged soils (which can lead to root rot), kauri
can be planted on hand-made mounds of soil/mulch (1 —1.5m in
diameter and 0.5-1m high). Planting in mounds allows the root system
to develop before encountering the harsher soil conditions below.

Kauri grow best in sheltered areas. If planted in areas with wind gusts
the root systems can be easily damaged. \Wind damage can be
minimised by securing young trees to stakes with cloth or pantyhose
material (wire and rope ties can cause injury). Preferably, provide
shelter on windy areas by planting kauri seedlings under established
nurse crops (such as manuka and kanuka).

Slow release fertilizer (such as Planticote or Osmocote) can be added
during the spring after planting on all soils to ensure nutrients are
available for maximum growth. For the first 5 — 10 years after
planting, seedlings should be monitored regularly to ensure they are
not smothered by weeds or suppressed by overhead canopy.

Like any native forest plant, individual kauri are part of a larger
ecosystem. All members of the community are inter-connected and
are affected by one another. Care for kauri should first be based on
care for the entire ecosystem/community in which it lives. Eradication
of weeds and pest animal species will increase the health of the
Ecosystem, improving conditions for all plant species.
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